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INTRODUCTION

Since the early morning dbeptember27, 2020, around 07:10 AM, Azerbaijani armed
forces have launched a largeale armed attek againstthe Republic ofArtsakh (Nagorne
Karabakh) The Azerbaijani armed forces haviaclusively targeted civilian residential areas,
including the capital city of Artsakh Stepanakert. Targetirggof civilian objects have been
deliberate and indiscrimatei strikes on communities have been recordedfthevery first day
of the offeng. The attacks bthe Azerbaijani armed forces on civilidrousehold have putife and
health of children, women, the elderly and the entire peaceafiian populatio, as well as their
property, schools and other civilian objects in real darigereover, these assaults have not been
tempered relative to other targets and have included the full use of air force, missiles, artillery,
attackUAVs and even internationglbrohibited weaponand methods

Since27 Septemberat least50 civilians were killed, including 1 child, anat least163
civilians, including9 children, were wounded (Pictwé, 2, 4, 5, as a result of the Azerbaijani
missile strikesshelling andUAV (i ncl udi ng T ur) ktiackhin diffBrany gitiaskahda r 0
villages of Artsakh, including capital Stepanakert, towns of Shushi, Hadrut, Martuni, Martakert,
Askeran, Karvajar, Berdzor, villages of Taghaser, Vardashat, Spitakshen, Maghavus,
NerkinHaratagh, Alashan, Mataghis.

The targeting of the civilian population amd the civilian objects took place since the
beginning of the Azerbaijani offensive not only alongside the line of contact buhalsens and
villagesabout 90100 kmdeep in theear

The employment ofhigh-precision weapons againstivilians strongly indicates the
intentional nature ofsuchattacks. For instance, lagh-precison | s r ae | i UAV fAHarop
civilian person and a house in Hadrut 8aptember272 Similarly, missiles, including ballistic
missiles targeted the civilian population and houses in capital Stepanakert and othemtidesas
there wereno military objects in the vicinity afelevantareass

Survivors and families in the affected areas have baeeddo flee their homes feag for
their lives. The immediatelgpparent human toll of this aggression has prompted the Human Rights
Ombudsmaro launch an urgent investigation, including monitoring andffading procedures.

Given the special impomae of protecting and promotin@ h i | d rights Gns all R
circumstances, and even more so in crisis situations, the Human Rights Defender of Artsakh deems
it necessary to introducthe results of the investigations regarding the impacthaf ongoing
military action byAzerbaijan on the livelihood of children in Artsakh, calling the attention of UN,
UNICEF, UNESCO, UN Committee on the Rights of the Child, CoE Commissioner for Human
Rights and other international stakeholders to respond to the currentosituafprevention of
further goss violations of the Rights ofi@dren of Artsakh

1. Ibid

2. Follow Human Right©Ombudsmarof Artsakh,fiPress Conference on Second Interim Rep68&;00 minute, Video
11 October 202https://www.facebook.com/Artsakhinformation/videos/340369097076183/

3. Ibid, 06:00 minute, Video



https://www.facebook.com/ArtsakhInformation/videos/340369097076183/

CHAPTER 1: IMPACT ON CHILDREN ARISING FROM THE ATTACKS AGAINST
CIVILIAN POPULATION AND CIVILIAN OBJECTS IN ARTSAKH

It is strictly prohibited under customary internationaWlto direct attacks (target) the
civilian population, individual civiliansand civilian objects.Such acts are considered war crimes.
Civilians become a legitimate target only when they take direct p#reimostilitiess A civilian is
anyone who is ot a member of the armed forces or organized military group of the party to the
conflict.z Civilian objects are thosghich are not military objectives.

1.1 TARGETING OF CIVILIAN POPULATION, INCLUDING CHILDREN

It is evidently true that children are often tmest vulnerable victims of armed conflicts. As a
result, the fundamental rights of childrancluding their inherent right to life, right to be with
family and community, right to health, right to the development of personality and right to be
nurtured ad protectedrequire special attention. These righte being violated on a daily basis by
Azerbaijani forces in Artsakh.

On Septembel7th, 9-yearsold Victoria Gevorgyan was killed from shelling in the Martuni
region of Artsakh in the yard of her houséer mother and younger brother were wounded. The
latter, tweyearold ArtsvikGevorgyan received shrapnel wounds in the process of evacuation
(Picturesl and?2). Thar mother stated that strikes from Azerbaijani UAVs continued even as they
fled the aredy buse

‘.

Picture 1: 2-year-old Artsvik Gevorgyan, who receivedshrapnel wound as a result of attack in Martuni town,
with His Father

4. ICRC,Article 51(2), Additional Pratcol | of 1977 to Geneva Conventions (AP |); para. 49..

5. Henckaerts, DoswaiBeck, Customary International Humanitarian Law, Article 52, AP [; Vol. I: Rules, 2005, pp.
25-26.

6. ICTY, Prosecutor v. Galic, Trial Chamber, Judgment of 5 December 20G@3 4%ar

7. ICTY, Prosecutor v. Galic, Trial Chamber, Judgment of 5 December 2003, Article 51(2), Article 43, para. 47.

8. Ibid,Article 52(1), AP I.

9. Human Right®Ombudsmarof Artsakh,il NTERI M REPORT ON THE AZERBAI JANI
ARTSAKH POPULAT | ON | N S EPT E MiBsE/&tsakdrabids.am/en/document/722



https://artsakhombuds.am/en/document/722

Picture 2: 2-year-old Artsvik Gevorgyan who receiveda shrapnel wound as a result of attack irMartuni town,
with Doctors

On SeptembeR7th pregnant womarnna Galstyarin Mataghis village tried to move to
the neighboring community after hidimg a shelter for several hoursottever,she was wounded
as a result othe shelling of the intercommunity roadPicture 3) Due to successfulcaesarean
sectionher 36weeksold babysurvived Yet, doctorsstatedthat because of the early delivetlye
babywaspremature, which will negatively affect the development of the child.

Picture 3: A pregnant woman injured in Mataghis village



On September 27, 13yearold Robert Gevorgyan was heavily wounded by Azerbaijani
shelling while fleeing the housaith his family. By the same shelling and in the same car, his
cousinl5-yearold NarekGevorgyan was also wounded (Picturandl 5.

il ’ > _

AP

Picture 4. 13-year-old Robert Gevorgyanwoundedby Azerbaijani shelling in Maghavuz village




Besides the mentioned names, 6 other children have also beewedoas a result of
Azerbaijani attacks, namely,-yearold Lana Melkumyan and Tigran Avanesyanyearold
Marianna Kamalyan, Xearold Elina Mayilyan, 15yearold Vanik Muradyan, 1#&earold Tigran
Gabrielyan

Most of the cases of death amguries among childrerhave been recordezh September
27, though civilian casuakis have continued. The reason tloat was the forced displacement of
childrenat shelters and theo safer communities the Republis of Artsakh andArmenig as the
parentssaw angi bl e danger to their childrenés |ife

On October8, 2020 the Azerbaijani military forces targeted and bombarded orkeof
historical symbols of Armenian architecture, the St. All Savior Ghazanchetsots Church of Artsakh,
located in Shusktity center. Azerbaijani military forces launched the second missile attack shortly
after the first oneAt the moment of the first missile attack there were only children, women, and
elderly in the bomishelter basement of the Cathedral.

The ad hoc repo of the Human Rights Defender of Artsakh presents the facts on targeted
attacks on the St. Holy Savior Ghazanchetsots Cathedral, analyzing it in the context of the
international humanitarian law and international criminaktaw

It shouldbe stressed thalhere are no military objects near the Cathedtahould also be
noted thahighly accurate missiles have been used

The facts of thesestrikes have also been corroborated by reports from the civilian
population and sources directly provided to the ldnrRights Defender. Furthermore, the results of
the urgent investigation provide evidence to conclude that the targeted airstrikes on Shushi St. All
Savior Ghazanchetsots Church were made with an intent to inflict destruction oathieelr@l and
cause dda of children, women and the elderly, who found sheaheihe Cathedrabasementthus,
premeditated killing of civilians (Pictus® and7)11.

It is important to mention that th®t. Holy Savior Ghazanchetsots Cathedeal wellas,
major residential bldings, was serving as shelter for childrempmenand the elderlySq the
targetedattacks hadh keygoal tocausecasualties and panic andorce all civilians to leave the
country.

10. Human RightsOmbudsmarof Artsakh,i AD HOC PUBLI C REPORT ON THE AZERBA
ATTACKS AGAINST THE ST. HOLY SAVIOR GHAZANCHHESOTS CATHEDRAL OF SHUSHI, ARTSAKH

( NAGORNO KARABAKH) AS A WARCRI ME AND CRI1 GtEoberAZR20, NS T |
https://artsakhmbuds.am/en/document/740?fbclid=IwWAROYSU8LYHGdlyaG _bcdRctlkWSVU_DXNY5Go7BgWwka
a7xMjéhclEepsEc

1LHuman Rights DeffArnmdenri aoods AHumean aRi giht s Def ender 6s spe
Cathedral by Azerbaijani military forc& Octdber, 2020https://ombuds.am/en_us/site/ViewNews/1330



https://artsakhombuds.am/en/document/740?fbclid=IwAR0YSU8LyHGdlyaG_bcdRctlkWSVU_DXNY5Go7BqWwkag7xMj6hcIEepsEc
https://artsakhombuds.am/en/document/740?fbclid=IwAR0YSU8LyHGdlyaG_bcdRctlkWSVU_DXNY5Go7BqWwkag7xMj6hcIEepsEc
https://ombuds.am/en_us/site/ViewNews/1330

Picture 7: A Bomb Shelter in Artsakh

i U Keaffirms its strong condemnation of the deliberate targeting of children in situations of armed
conflict and the harmful and widespread impact of armed conflict on children, and thedong
consequences this has for durable peace, security and develgpment

The imperative to proteclives of children is not onlymandated under fundamental
principles ofinternational law but also supported in practice by special provisiamd relevant
tool s to pr oights artdrecGgnizeltheir pamicdlar vuRerability and needs in armed
conflicts.

The rights of thechildren not taking part in the hostilities are specifically protected and
recognized by the 1949 Geneva Convention (IV) onli@ns and the additional Protog@lrotocol
lof 8 June 1977}. BesidesArticle 38 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child

12. UN Security Council, Resolution 1314, Para 1.
133.According to Art. 77.1 of the Addit i ocabm=dpecthandoshatl beo | I,
protected against any form of indecent assaulto. See



requires special measures of care and protection for children affected by armed conflict. In
particular, Articles38.1 and 38.4 of the UN Convention provide tBatate Partiesundertake to

respect and to ensure respectifdernational humanitarianlaap pl i cabl e t oinChi I d
armed conflicts

The UN Security Council and General Assembly have repeatedigegaresolutions
affirming their Astrong condemnation of t he
persons in situamions of armed conflicto

Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe in its Resolution 2204 (2018) on
protecting childra affected by armed conflictee nt i o n thalPaidmantary Assembly is very
concerned about the shoend longterm consequences of armed conflicts on children: they are
directly affected in their daily lives, their physical and mental developmehthair ability to trust
other human beings and public institutions. Many of them wilirdematizedor their entire lives
and see their chances in life compromised. Children that experience armed conflicts also grow up
with the understanding that violem is an acceptable means of settling conflicts with other
countries or between ethnic or religious groups, and may reproduce it in their later lives.
International law is very clear about the protection of childremy person under the age of iL8
and he need to give primary consideration to their best interests in all circumstances (as enshrined
in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC)). Children benefit from
general protection to civilians and special protection grantedheyl®49 Geneva Convention
relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War and its 1977 Additional Protocol, as
recalled by Articloes 38.4 of the UNCRC (¢é)

Armed conflictsjeopardizethe Right to life of many children and the Committee on the
Rights of the Child has frequently referred t
extensive violations of the right to life of children by, inter alia, armed conflict, deliberate killings
by armed persons including members of the arfoetks, state regroupment policies, other forms
of population displacement, poor health and sanitation facilities, severe malnutrition and related

ill nesses, and as a result of the mwrevailing
The InternationalCriminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) recognized that
when children ar e t he victi ms of murder , t
circumstanceso of such crimes, warrantiwmng | en:

It is extremelyemergingto take all necessary measures to prevent and dexdiurther
violations of Childé ®ights in Artsakh. Targeted attacks on the civilian population and civilian
communities are at this moment resulting iavg violations of child s rent righ to life, right to
education and other fundamental rights ensured by international law.

athttps://ink
databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/Comment.xsp?action=openDocument&documentld=8E174BC1926F72FAC12563

CD00436C73

14. See for example: UNSC 1882 (2009), UNSC 1296 (2000), UNGA 2444 (1@88nimously adopted.

15. Patiamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, Resolution 22025 January, 2018,
https://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/ XrfML2HTML -en.asp?fileid=24495&lang=en

16. Implementation handbook for the Convention on the Rights of the Child, fully revised third edition, September

2007, United Nati ons Chil drenos Fui
https://www.unicef.org/Implementation_Handbook for_the Convention_on_the Rights of the_ Child.pdf
17Pr osecut or v. Kunarac, Kovacgdg and VukovicE, the Inter

https://www.icty.org/x/cases/kunarac/tjug/en/ki@i0222e.pdf



https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/Comment.xsp?action=openDocument&documentId=8E174BC1926F72FAC12563CD00436C73
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/Comment.xsp?action=openDocument&documentId=8E174BC1926F72FAC12563CD00436C73
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/Comment.xsp?action=openDocument&documentId=8E174BC1926F72FAC12563CD00436C73
https://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/Xref-XML2HTML-en.asp?fileid=24495&lang=en
https://www.unicef.org/Implementation_Handbook_for_the_Convention_on_the_Rights_of_the_Child.pdf
https://www.icty.org/x/cases/kunarac/tjug/en/kun-tj010222e.pdf

1.2. TARGETING OF CIVILIAN OBJECTS SERVING CHILDREN

AUN strongly condemns al l violations of appli
hopi tals and deni al of humanitarian access by
relevant parties immediately put an end to such practices and take special measures to prote
chil dren. o

The Azerbaijani armed forces attackacbund 170 civilian communities including the densely
populated oneswith aerial, artillery, rocket and tank fire strikessmeof which were indiscriminate,
resulting in deathand injuries incivilian population In many cases, attacks against civilians were
targetedand intentional, since military targets were located very far tfemtivilian objects, and the
Azerbaijani forces usedigh-precisionweapondike missiles and striking drones.

It has been recorded by the Human Rights Defender that densely popuatgthcluding schools
and kindergartenshave been indiscriminately targeted. The armed forces of Azerbaijan have been
acting wth clear intention to damaderes and health of the civilian population, including children.
Based on preliminary dat@l sclools and 2 kindergartens, among thosgtepanakert Schools No. 4
and No. 10schools inHadrut, Shushi, Aygestan, Mataglhiave suffered material damageom the
shelling rocket and air strikesy the Azerbaijanarmed forces (Picture} 9 and 1(. As a result of the
Azerbaijani attacks, all the 220 schools and 58 kindergawters closedConsequently, all the 23,978
children in Artsakh have been deprivediod Right to Educatigrthe opportunity to attend schoahd
4,036 childrerof getting preschal educationInfographic 1)

18. UN Security Council, Resolution 2143, Para 1.

10
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I nfographic 1: The Azerbaijani Offensiveds Consequences:
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Picture 8: The #10 School of Stepanakert Bmbarded by Azerbaijan
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Picture 9: The School of Aygestan Village Bombarded by Azéaijan
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Picture 10: A Kindergarten of Stepanakert Destructed by Azerbaijan

This message should be of huge concern for tlstgee agencies and competent international
organizationsthat aim at the motection and promotion of the Right tadEcation, neessary for
children during war time situation§he ongoing threats to the security of childreade teachers
organizeclasses at shelte(Bicturell).
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