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INTRODUCTION 
 Since the early morning of September 27, 2020, around 07:10 AM, Azerbaijani armed 

forces have launched a large-scale armed attack against the Republic of Artsakh (Nagorno-

Karabakh). The Azerbaijani armed forces have inclusively targeted civilian residential areas, 

including the capital city of Artsakh - Stepanakert. Targetings of civilian objects have been 

deliberate and indiscriminate ï strikes on communities have been recorded from the very first day 

of the offense. The attacks by the Azerbaijani armed forces on civilian households have put life and 

health of children, women, the elderly and the entire peaceful civilian population, as well as their 

property, schools and other civilian objects in real danger. Moreover, these assaults have not been 

tempered relative to other targets and have included the full use of air force, missiles, artillery, 

attack UAVs and even internationally prohibited weapons and methods.  

Since 27 September, at least 50 civilians were killed, including 1 child, and at least 163 

civilians, including 9 children, were wounded (Pictures 1, 2, 4, 5), as a result of the Azerbaijani 

missile strikes, shelling and UAV (including Turkish ñBayraktarò) attacks in different cities and 

villages of Artsakh, including capital Stepanakert, towns of Shushi, Hadrut, Martuni, Martakert, 

Askeran, Karvajar, Berdzor, villages of Taghaser, Vardashat, Spitakshen, Maghavus, 

NerkinHoratagh, Alashan, Mataghis.1 

 The targeting of the civilian population and of the civilian objects took place since the 

beginning of the Azerbaijani offensive not only alongside the line of contact but also in towns and 

villages about 90-100 km deep in the rear.  

 The employment of high-precision weapons against civilians strongly indicates the 

intentional nature of such attacks. For instance, a high-precision Israeli UAV ñHaropò targeted a 

civilian person and a house in Hadrut on September 27.2 Similarly, missiles, including ballistic 

missiles targeted the civilian population and houses in capital Stepanakert and other cities, whereas 

there were no military objects in the vicinity of relevant areas.3 

 Survivors and families in the affected areas have been forced to flee their homes fearing for 

their lives. The immediately-apparent human toll of this aggression has prompted the Human Rights 

Ombudsman to launch an urgent investigation, including monitoring and fact-finding procedures.  

Given the special importance of protecting and promoting Childrenôs Rights in all 

circumstances, and even more so in crisis situations, the Human Rights Defender of Artsakh deems 

it necessary to introduce the results of the investigations regarding the impact of the ongoing 

military action by Azerbaijan on the livelihood of children in Artsakh, calling the attention of UN, 

UNICEF, UNESCO, UN Committee on the Rights of the Child, CoE Commissioner for Human 

Rights and other international stakeholders to respond to the current situation in prevention of 

further gross violations of the Rights of Children of Artsakh. 

                                           
1. Ibid 

2. Follow Human Rights Ombudsman of Artsakh, ñPress Conference on Second Interim Report,ò 05:00 minute, Video, 

11 October 2020, https://www.facebook.com/ArtsakhInformation/videos/340369097076183/  

3. Ibid, 06:00 minute, Video 

https://www.facebook.com/ArtsakhInformation/videos/340369097076183/
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CHAPTER 1: IMPACT ON CHILDREN ARISING FROM THE ATTACKS AGAINST 

CIVILIAN POPULATION AND CIVILIAN OBJECTS IN ARTSAKH  

It is strictly prohibited under customary international law to direct attacks (target) the 

civilian population, individual civilians4 and civilian objects.5 Such acts are considered war crimes. 

Civilians become a legitimate target only when they take direct part in the hostilities.6 A civilian is 

anyone who is not a member of the armed forces or organized military group of the party to the 

conflict.7 Civilian objects are those which are not military objectives.8 

 

1.1 TARGETING OF CIVILIAN POPULATION, INCLUDING CHILDREN  

It is evidently true that children are often the most vulnerable victims of armed conflicts. As a 

result, the fundamental rights of children, including their inherent right to life, right to be with 

family and community, right to health, right to the development of personality and right to be 

nurtured and protected, require special attention. These rights are being violated on a daily basis by 

Azerbaijani forces in Artsakh. 

On September 27th, 9-years-old Victoria Gevorgyan was killed from shelling in the Martuni 

region of Artsakh in the yard of her house. Her mother and younger brother were wounded. The 

latter, two-year-old ArtsvikGevorgyan, received shrapnel wounds in the process of evacuation 

(Pictures 1 and 2). Their mother stated that strikes from Azerbaijani UAVs continued even as they 

fled the area by bus.9 

 

 
Picture 1: 2-year-old Artsvik  Gevorgyan, who received shrapnel wound as a result of attack in Martuni town, 

with His Father 

                                           
4. ICRC,Article 51(2), Additional Protocol I of 1977 to Geneva Conventions (AP I); para. 49..  

5. Henckaerts, Doswald-Beck, Customary International Humanitarian Law, Article 52, AP I; Vol. I: Rules, 2005, pp. 

25-26.  

6. ICTY, Prosecutor v. Galic, Trial Chamber, Judgment of 5 December 2003, para. 48.  

7. ICTY, Prosecutor v. Galic, Trial Chamber, Judgment of 5 December 2003, Article 51(2), Article 43, para. 47.  

8. Ibid,Article 52(1), AP I.  

9. Human Rights Ombudsman of Artsakh, ñINTERIM REPORT ON THE AZERBAIJANI ATROCITIES AGAINST 

ARTSAKH POPULATION IN SEPTEMBER 2020,ò https://artsakhombuds.am/en/document/722 

https://artsakhombuds.am/en/document/722
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Picture 2: 2-year-old Artsvik  Gevorgyan, who received a shrapnel wound as a result of attack in Martuni town , 

with Doctors 

 

 On September 27th, pregnant woman Anna Galstyan in Mataghis village tried to move to 

the neighboring community after hiding in a shelter for several hours. However, she was wounded 

as a result of the shelling of the intercommunity road (Picture 3). Due to successful caesarean 

section her 36-weeks-old baby survived. Yet, doctors stated that because of the early delivery the 

baby was premature, which will negatively affect the development of the child. 

 

Picture 3: A pregnant woman injured in Mataghis village 
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 On September 27th, 13-year-old Robert Gevorgyan was heavily wounded by Azerbaijani 

shelling while fleeing the house with his family. By the same shelling and in the same car, his 

cousin 15-year-old Narek Gevorgyan was also wounded (Picture 4 and 5). 

 

 
Picture 4: 13-year-old Robert Gevorgyan wounded by Azerbaijani shelling in Maghavuz village 

 
Picture 5: 15-year-old Narek Gevorgyan wounded by Azerbaijani shelling in Maghavuz village 
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 Besides the mentioned names, 6 other children have also been wounded as a result of 

Azerbaijani attacks, namely, 1-year-old Lana Melkumyan and Tigran Avanesyan, 2-year-old 

Marianna Kamalyan, 14-year-old Elina Mayilyan, 15-year-old Vanik Muradyan, 17-year-old Tigran 

Gabrielyan.  

 Most of the cases of death and injuries among children have been recorded on September 

27, though civilian casualties have continued. The reason for that was the forced displacement of 

children at shelters and then to safer communities in the Republics of Artsakh and Armenia, as the 

parents saw tangible danger to their childrenôs life and security. 

On October 8, 2020 the Azerbaijani military forces targeted and bombarded one of the 

historical symbols of Armenian architecture, the St. All Savior Ghazanchetsots Church of Artsakh, 

located in Shushi city center. Azerbaijani military forces launched the second missile attack shortly 

after the first one. At the moment of the first missile attack there were only children, women, and 

elderly in the bomb-shelter basement of the Cathedral.  

 The ad hoc report of the Human Rights Defender of Artsakh presents the facts on targeted 

attacks on the St. Holy Savior Ghazanchetsots Cathedral, analyzing it in the context of the 

international humanitarian law and international criminal law10. 

It should be stressed that there are no military objects near the Cathedral. It should also be 

noted that highly accurate missiles have been used. 

The facts of these strikes have also been corroborated by reports from the civilian 

population and sources directly provided to the Human Rights Defender. Furthermore, the results of 

the urgent investigation provide evidence to conclude that the targeted airstrikes on Shushi St. All 

Savior Ghazanchetsots Church were made with an intent to inflict destruction on the Cathedral and 

cause death of children, women and the elderly, who found shelter in the Cathedral basement, thus, 

premeditated killing of civilians (Pictures 6 and 7)11. 

It is important to mention that the St. Holy Savior Ghazanchetsots Cathedral, as well as, 

major residential buildings, was serving as shelter for children, women and the elderly. So, the 

targeted attacks had a key goal to cause casualties and a panic and force all civilians to leave the 

country.  

                                           
10. Human Rights Ombudsman of Artsakh, ñAD HOC PUBLIC REPORT ON THE AZERBAIJANI TARGETED 

ATTACKS AGAINST THE ST. HOLY SAVIOR GHAZANCHETSOTS CATHEDRAL OF SHUSHI, ARTSAKH 

(NAGORNO KARABAKH) AS A WARCRIME AND CRIME AGAINST HUMANITY,ò 21 October, 2020, 

https://artsakhombuds.am/en/document/740?fbclid=IwAR0YSU8LyHGdlyaG_bcdRctlkWSVU_DXNY5Go7BqWwka

g7xMj6hcIEepsEc 

11. Human Rights Defender of Armenia, ñArmeniaôs Human Rights Defenderôs special statement on shelling of Shushi 

Cathedral by Azerbaijani military forces,ò 8 October, 2020, https://ombuds.am/en_us/site/ViewNews/1330.  

https://artsakhombuds.am/en/document/740?fbclid=IwAR0YSU8LyHGdlyaG_bcdRctlkWSVU_DXNY5Go7BqWwkag7xMj6hcIEepsEc
https://artsakhombuds.am/en/document/740?fbclid=IwAR0YSU8LyHGdlyaG_bcdRctlkWSVU_DXNY5Go7BqWwkag7xMj6hcIEepsEc
https://ombuds.am/en_us/site/ViewNews/1330
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Picture 6: All Savior Ghazanchetsots Cathedral of Shushi Town after the Attack of October 8 

 
Picture 7: A Bomb Shelter in Artsakh  

ñUN reaffirms its strong condemnation of the deliberate targeting of children in situations of armed 

conflict and the harmful and widespread impact of armed conflict on children, and the long-term 

consequences this has for durable peace, security and development.ò12 

The imperative to protect lives of children is not only mandated under fundamental 

principles of international law, but also supported in practice by special provisions and relevant 

tools to protect Childrenôs Rights and recognize their particular vulnerability and needs in armed 

conflicts. 

The rights of the children not taking part in the hostilities are specifically protected and 

recognized by the 1949 Geneva Convention (IV) on Civilians and the additional Protocol (Protocol 

Iof 8 June 1977)13. Besides, Article 38 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 

                                           
12. UN Security Council, Resolution 1314, Para 1. 

13. According to Art. 77.1 of the Additional Protocol I, ñchildren shall be the object of special respect and shall be 

protected against any form of indecent assaultò. See also Commentary of 1987, Protection of Children, available 
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requires special measures of care and protection for children affected by armed conflict. In 

particular, Articles 38.1 and 38.4 of the UN Convention provide that State Parties undertake to 

respect and to ensure respect for international humanitarian law applicable to Childrenôs Rights in 

armed conflicts. 

The UN Security Council and General Assembly have repeatedly passed resolutions 

affirming their ñstrong condemnation of the deliberate targeting of civilians or other protected 

persons in situations of armed conflictò14. 

Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe in its Resolution 2204 (2018) on 

protecting children affected by armed conflicts mentioned that ñthe Parliamentary Assembly is very 

concerned about the short- and long-term consequences of armed conflicts on children: they are 

directly affected in their daily lives, their physical and mental development and their ability to trust 

other human beings and public institutions. Many of them will be traumatized for their entire lives 

and see their chances in life compromised. Children that experience armed conflicts also grow up 

with the understanding that violence is an acceptable means of settling conflicts with other 

countries or between ethnic or religious groups, and may reproduce it in their later lives. 

International law is very clear about the protection of children ï any person under the age of 18 ï 

and the need to give primary consideration to their best interests in all circumstances (as enshrined 

in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC)). Children benefit from 

general protection to civilians and special protection granted by the 1949 Geneva Convention 

relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War and its 1977 Additional Protocol, as 

recalled by Article 38.4 of the UNCRC (é)ò15. 

Armed conflicts jeopardize the Right to Life of many children and the Committee on the 

Rights of the Child has frequently referred to this threat: ñThe Committee is deeply concerned at the 

extensive violations of the right to life of children by, inter alia, armed conflict, deliberate killings 

by armed persons including members of the armed forces, state regroupment policies, other forms 

of population displacement, poor health and sanitation facilities, severe malnutrition and related 

illnesses, and as a result of the prevailing conflict between groups of the populationò16. 

The International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) recognized that 

when children are the victims of murder, torture or injury it amounts to ñaggravating 

circumstancesò of such crimes, warranting lengthier than ordinary prison terms for perpetrators17. 

It is extremely emerging to take all necessary measures to prevent and exclude further 

violations of Childôs Rights in Artsakh. Targeted attacks on the civilian population and civilian 

communities are at this moment resulting in grave violations of childôs inherent right to life, right to 

education and other fundamental rights ensured by international law.  

                                                                                                                                            
at:https://ihl-

databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/Comment.xsp?action=openDocument&documentId=8E174BC1926F72FAC12563

CD00436C73 

14. See for example: UNSC 1882 (2009), UNSC 1296 (2000), UNGA 2444 (1988) - unanimously adopted.  

15. Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, Resolution 2204, 25 January, 2018, 

https://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/Xref-XML2HTML -en.asp?fileid=24495&lang=en 

16.  Implementation handbook for the Convention on the Rights of the Child, fully revised third edition, September 

2007, United Nations Childrenôs Fund, p. 89, 

https://www.unicef.org/Implementation_Handbook_for_the_Convention_on_the_Rights_of_the_Child.pdf 

17. Prosecutor v. Kunarac, Kovacĝ and VukovicË, the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, p. 276, 

https://www.icty.org/x/cases/kunarac/tjug/en/kun-tj010222e.pdf 

https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/Comment.xsp?action=openDocument&documentId=8E174BC1926F72FAC12563CD00436C73
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/Comment.xsp?action=openDocument&documentId=8E174BC1926F72FAC12563CD00436C73
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/Comment.xsp?action=openDocument&documentId=8E174BC1926F72FAC12563CD00436C73
https://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/Xref-XML2HTML-en.asp?fileid=24495&lang=en
https://www.unicef.org/Implementation_Handbook_for_the_Convention_on_the_Rights_of_the_Child.pdf
https://www.icty.org/x/cases/kunarac/tjug/en/kun-tj010222e.pdf
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1.2. TARGETING OF CIVILIAN OBJECTS SERVING CHILDREN 

 

ñUN strongly condemns all violations of applicable international law [é] attacks against schools or 

hospitals and denial of humanitarian access by parties to armed conflict [é] and demands that all 

relevant parties immediately put an end to such practices and take special measures to protect 

children.ò18 

 The Azerbaijani armed forces attacked around 170 civilian communities, including the densely 

populated ones, with aerial, artillery, rocket and tank fire strikes, some of which were indiscriminate, 

resulting in deaths and injuries in civilian population. In many cases, attacks against civilians were 

targeted and intentional, since military targets were located very far from the civilian objects, and the 

Azerbaijani forces used high-precision weapons like missiles and striking drones. 

 It has been recorded by the Human Rights Defender that densely populated areas, including schools 

and kindergartens, have been indiscriminately targeted. The armed forces of Azerbaijan have been 

acting with clear intention to damage lives and health of the civilian population, including children. 

Based on preliminary data, 71 schools and 14 kindergartens, among those, Stepanakert Schools No. 4 

and No. 10, schools in Hadrut, Shushi, Aygestan, Mataghis have suffered material damages from the 

shelling, rocket and air strikes by the Azerbaijani armed forces (Pictures 8, 9 and 10). As a result of the 

Azerbaijani attacks, all the 220 schools and 58 kindergartens were closed. Consequently, all the 23,978 

children in Artsakh have been deprived of the Right to Education, the opportunity to attend school and 

4,036 children of getting preschool education (Infographic 1).  

                                           
18. UN Security Council, Resolution 2143, Para 1. 
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Infographic 1: The Azerbaijani Offensiveôs Consequences on the Right to Education of Children 
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Picture 8: The #10 School of Stepanakert Bombarded by Azerbaijan 
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Picture 9: The School of Aygestan Village Bombarded by Azerbaijan 
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Picture 10: A Kindergarten of Stepanakert Destructed by Azerbaijan 

 

 This message should be of huge concern for those state agencies and competent international 

organizations that aim at the protection and promotion of the Right to Education, necessary for 

children during war time situations. The ongoing threats to the security of children made teachers 

organize classes at shelters (Picture 11). 






























