
         

 

Dear colleagues,  

Today the world celebrates the International Day of Education to raise awareness about 

the importance, the role of education for peace and development while the right to 

education of thousands of children of Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh) among other 

fundamental rights are being grossly violated.  

With the blockade1 of Artsakh since December 12, which was followed by disruption of its 

vital infrastructure (electricity, gas, internet) by Azerbaijan2, the whole educational system 

of the country has been shattered.  

The unfolding humanitarian crisis has been aggravated by Azerbaijan’s disruption of the 

only line providing electricity from Armenia to Artsakh and the only pipeline supplying 

gas from Armenia to Artsakh. The issue of heating has formidably hampered the normal 

organization of educational process in Artsakh as the majority of educational institutions 

are heated by gas and currently the educational process in the whole territory is suspended. 

In addition to the heating issue, the blockade of Artsakh generated  food supply restriction 

from Armenia which  entailed to forced suspension of 117 schools, 41 kindergartens, 56 

pre-schools, 20 all-day educational institutions, state and private higher educational 

institutions. Consequently, more than 20,000 children are currently deprived of the 

opportunity to receive care and education. 

90% of other educational institutions, such as secondary vocational schools, art schools, 

medical and music colleges, and youth creative centres, are also heated by gas. Due to the 

absence of gas supply, these also had to completely cease their activities.  

 
1 Human Rights Defender of the Republic of Artsakh, “Humanitarian Consequences of Blocking the Lachin 
Corridor,” https://artsakhombuds.am/en/document/985.   
 
2 Human Rights Defender of the Republic of Artsakh, “Interim Report on the Violations of Human Rights of 
Artsakh People as a Result of Deliberate Disruption of Critical Infrastructure in the Midst of the Blockade of 
Artsakh by Azerbaijan since December 12,” https://artsakhombuds.am/en/document/987.  
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As Nelson Mandela rightly stated, “education is the most powerful weapon to change the 

world.” We need education to reduce inequalities and improve health, to fight hate speech, 

and intolerance and other negative impacts that may impugn democracy and the 

commitment to transformation to a better life. 

I totally agree with the UN’s recent statement that every child has the right to grow up free 

from violence and fear. Children must be protected – always. Unfortunately, the current 

humanitarian situation in Nagorno-Karabakh and the inappropriate stance of the 

international community does not definitely fit with the above-mentioned statement 

which brings forward the existing mass violation of the children’s right to education.  The 

world cannot afford a generation of children and young people who lack the skills they 

need to compete in the 21st century economy, nor can we afford to leave them behind. 

Because every the right of every child matters, wherever and whoever they are. 

Counting upon your commitment and determination to protect the rights of all children, 

based on the 1989 UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, I am sending you this letter 

with reference to the Ombudsman’s ad-hoc reports on the humanitarian consequences of 

blocking Artsakh by Azerbaijan and the deliberate disruption of its critical infrastructure which 

have led to the current humanitarian situation and violations of fundamental human rights of 

the children of Artsakh. I call on all the respective international organizations and actors to 

properly investigate the recorded violations and to go beyond the limits of calls and 

condemnations towards taking concrete targeted actions.   

 

 

Sincerely,  

Gegham Stepanyan 

Human Rights Defender of the Republic of Artsakh 

 

 


