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Introduction

Since December 12, 2022, at around 10:30 am (GMT+4), a group of Azerbaijanis
in civilian clothes, presenting themselves as alleged “environmental activists”
blocked the only road, Goris — Stepanakert Highway, which passes through the
Lachin (Berdzor) corridor connecting Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh) with Armenia
and the outside world. The so-called “eco-protest” with the documented
participation of the Azerbaijani state-sponsored special services agents has proved
to be fully orchestrated by the Azerbaijani government.s

On April 23, 2023, Azerbaijan announced the installation of an illegal Azerbaijani
checkpoint on the bridge over the Hakari river on the Goris-Stepanakert Highway.
On April 28, after Azerbaijan completed the construction and equipped the
checkpoint, the so-called Azerbaijani "environmental activists" announced that they
were leaving the blocked section of the road, whilst the representatives of
Azerbaijani police and other services replaced them. As a result of these
developments, since April 23, the Goris-Stepanakert Highway has actually been
blocked by Azerbaijan in two sections — in the area of Shushi and at the Hakari
bridge. As a result of the installation of the illegal checkpoint by Azerbaijan, the
communities of Yeghtsahogh, Hin Shen, Mets Shen and Lisagor of the Shushi
district of the Republic of Artsakh found themselves in a double blockade.

As a result, the ongoing blockade has physically obstructed the sole road of life of
Artsakh for 5 months already (150 days), leaving its entire population, 120,000
people, including 30,000 children, in a state of total isolation, facing massive
violations of individual and collective human rights, as well as multifaceted
existential and security threats.

Along with the ongoing blockade of the Lachin corridor, Azerbaijan has also
deliberately disrupted the operation of the critical infrastructure of Artsakh
(natural gas supply, electricity supply, Internet and mobile communication) with
the aim to further aggravate the already dire humanitarian crisis and cause
excessive human sufferings to the Artsakh people.2

Moreover, in the period after the Trilateral Statement on Ceasefires, signed by the
leaders of Armenia, Azerbaijan, and the Russian Federation on November 9, 2020,
the Azerbaijani side has repeatedly grossly violated the provisions of the Statement,
resorting to military escalation, disrupting the normal life and activity of the civilian

1 “The Azerbaijani government’s “eco-activist” agents who blockaded the only road of life connecting Artsakh to
Armenia and the outside world”, Center for Law and Justice “Tatoyan” Foundation, Human Rights Ombudsman of
Artsakh, https://tatoyanfoundation.org/wp-
content/uploads/2023/02/ECO_ACTIVISTS_22,02.2023V2.pdf?fbclid=IwAR3CUadchp)xZPX51cozPuZyGoVEaP1jeNn
1dRbZDigq1h0)Qgs8spUNal 4

2 “Interim Report On The Violations Of Human Rights Of Artsakh People As A Result Of The Deliberate Disruption
Of Critical Infrastructure In The Midst Of The Blockade Of Artsakh By Azerbaijan Since December 12, 2022,”
Human Rights Ombudsman of Artsakh, January 23, 2023, https://artsakhombuds.am/en/document/987

3 Statement of the Prime Minister of the Republic of Armenia, President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, President
of the Russian Federation: https://www.primeminister.am/hy/press-release/item/2020/11/10/Announcement/
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population of Artsakh, initiating physical and psychological attacks and violence
against the population.

The ongoing blockade of Artsakh and disruption of vital infrastructure by Azerbaijan,
as well as the regular and consistent armed attacks, aim at subjecting Artsakh to
ethnic cleansing through physical and psychological intimidation, creating unbearable
conditions and destroying the indigenous Armenian population of Artsakh.

This report comprehensively presents the constant and significant violations of
individual and collective human rights as a result of the blockade of Artsakh by
Azerbaijan, which were recorded during the 5 months of the blockade (150 days) as
of May 10, 2023. The report has been prepared on the basis of inquiries addressed to
state bodies by the office of the human rights defender (Ombudsman) of the Republic
of Artsakh, conducted studies and information received from interviews and open
sources.

In each right’s section, certain pictures and human stories are presented with the aim
to better reflect the reality. Taking into account the need to protect personal data of
people, all pictures are either taken from open sources, or are used with the consent
of their authors and the persons depicted on them. Following the same logic, the
names of the persons represented in the human stories were changed.

This report was prepared on the basis of an update of the previous reports published
on the 100™ day of the blockade on March 21, 2023 and on the 122" day (4 months)
of the blockade on April 12, 2023.4
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l. Individual Rights

The main consequences of the blockade of 120,000 people, the disruption of
vital infrastructure, the violation of individual rights and people’s direct
sufferings are presents below.

1. The Right to Freedom of Movement

1. Restrictions on the right to freedom of movement have adversely affected almost
all human rights. The illegal checkpoint set up by the Azerbaijani authorities at
the Hakari Bridge since April 23 revealed the true intention and goal of the
Azerbaijani authorities of blocking and isolating Artsakh from the outside world.

2. Before the blockade, an average of around 2,450 people were passing through
the Stepanakert-Goris highway in both directions on a daily basis, which means
that in ordinary conditions during 150 days there would be 367,500 entries and
departures to Artsakh. While during the mentioned period of time, 1,839
persons (1,124 - members of separated families, 715 - patients and
accompanying persons) were transferred on both directions with the help of the
International Committee of Red Cross (ICRC) and Russian peacekeeping
mission. This means that during 150 days of blockade, the movement of people
has decreased by 200 times.

3. Even in these conditions, sometimes issues arise in the movement of people by
the Russian peacekeepers and the Red Cross. One of such cases was recorded
on April 4, when Russian peacekeepers tried to transport 27 citizens of Artsakh
from the city of Goris in Armenia to Stepanakert, but the Azerbaijani side
banned them from entering the blocked section of the road. The five-hour
negotiations did not yield any results, moreover, psychological intimidation of
the waiting people led to the deterioration of well-being of 4 women, 3 of whom
fainted, as a result of which they were taken to the republican medical center of
Stepanakert, while the remaining 23 were forced to return back to Goris.

4. Before the blockade, an average of around 920 vehicles were passing through
the Stepanakert-Goris highway in both directions on a daily basis, which means
that in ordinary conditions during 150 days there would be 138,000 entries and
departures to Artsakh. While during the mentioned period of time, no vehicles
belonging to Artsakh citizens passed through the Stepanakert-Goris highway.
Only the vehicles of ICRC and Russian peacekeepers have passed (in total 2,558
entries and departures to Artsakh, including empty cargoes which left
Stepanakert for Goris to deliver humanitarian aid). This means that during 150
days of blockade almost 54 times less vehicle movement was recorded than


















































































































